THE RELIGION OF ANCIENT ROME

ally different As it is man's function to pro-
pitiate the higher spirits and prevent, if possible,
the wrecking of his plans by their opposition, so
it is his business, if he can, to find out their
intentions before he engages on any serious
undertaking As in the ms sacrum his legal
mind leads him to assume that the deities accept
the responsibility of the contract, when his own
part is fulfilled, so here, like a practical man of
business, he assumes their construction of a code
of communication, which he has learned to
interpret In its-'origin it is a notion common
to many primitive religions, but in its elaboration
it is peculiarly and distinctively Italian, and, as
we know it, Roman
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